
Study of the Book of James - Week 3 of 6 – Favoritism  

 

Introduction 
If you have a Bible open it up to James 
chapter 2. Let me just remind everyone what 
we’ve been doing here. We’ve been walking 
through the book of James section by section and asking you to do 
the same at home in your devotionals. As we’ve walked through this 
book, we’ve been figuring out how our faith translates into doing stuff. 
So assumedly after this series we won’t have any more fakes in SMS. 
None of us will be hypocrites anymore. We’ll stop being fake 
Christians who claim the name of Jesus but bear no resemblance to 
Him.  

In fact, we’ll all be perfect. And we’ll do everything right all the time. 
It’ll be great. Sorry. That’s not true. Even after this series, we’ll all 
probably still royally suck in at least one or two areas of our lives. 
Welcome to being human.  

Tension 
You know this part of James we’re about to read is going to reveal to 
us some sin we didn’t even know we had. The cool thing about 
looking into a mirror is that you when you look closely enough you 
tend to see some ugly stuff you didn’t even realize was there. Have 
you ever woken up in the morning and walked into the bathroom 
thinking, oh yeah, ‘bout to be lookin' fresh todayyyy!!? And you look in 
the mirror and there it is: the biggest pimple this world has ever seen. 
That’s what the Word of God is about to do to you today. It’s about to 
reveal a huge ugly pimple on your face you didn’t even know was 
there. It’s going be great.  

Truth 
James 2… let’s read the entire chapter and then we’ll come back to 
the part we’ll focus on for today. 

(NLT) 
1 My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people over others? 2 
For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in 
fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is 
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poor and dressed in dirty clothes. 3 If you give special attention and a 
good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can 
stand over there, or else sit on the floor” --well, 4 doesn’t this 
discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil motives? 

5 Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the 
poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will 
inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? 6 But you 
dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into 
court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble 
name you bear? 

8 Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in the 
Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you favor some 
people over others, you are committing a sin. You are guilty of 
breaking the law.  
10 For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as 
a person who has broken all of God’s laws. 11 For the same God who 
said, “You must not commit adultery,” also said, “You must not 
murder.” So if you murder someone but do not commit adultery, you 
have still broken the law. 12 So whatever you say or whatever you 
do, remember that you will be judged by the law that sets you free. 13 
There will be no mercy for those who have not shown mercy to 
others. But if you have been merciful, God will be merciful when he 
judges you. 

14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have 
faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save 
anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or 
clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm 
and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or 
clothing. What good does that do? 

17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good 
deeds, it is dead and useless. 

18 Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; others have 
good deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me your faith if you don’t 
have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds.” 19 
You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good 
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for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. 20 
How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is useless? 

21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be 
right with God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the 
altar? 22 You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His 
actions made his faith complete. 23 And so it happened just as the 
Scriptures say: “Abraham believed God, and God counted him as 
righteous because of his faith.” He was even called the friend of God. 
24 So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not 
by faith alone. 

25 Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be 
right with God by her actions when she hid those messengers and 
sent them safely away by a different road. 26 Just as the body is 
dead without breath, so also faith is dead without good works. 

Everyone still here? Good. Hey, I promise you’ll get use to reading 
large chunks of Scripture like that. Eventually you’ll care about what 
I’m about to say. You probably don’t right now. But it’s really nice 
when you can get the entire context of what the author’s trying to 
communicate. It helps you understand better.  

Anyway, the beginning chunk of that where James talks about 
favoritism, that’s the part I want to talk through today. So, let me re-
read that part just so we’re all on the same page and then we’ll plow 
forward. 

1 My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ if you favor some people over others? 2 
For example, suppose someone comes into your meeting dressed in 
fancy clothes and expensive jewelry, and another comes in who is 
poor and dressed in dirty clothes. 3 If you give special attention and a 
good seat to the rich person, but you say to the poor one, “You can 
stand over there, or else sit on the floor” --well, 4 doesn’t this 
discrimination show that your judgments are guided by evil motives? 

5 Listen to me, dear brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the 
poor in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the ones who will 
inherit the Kingdom he promised to those who love him? 6 But you 
dishonor the poor! Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into 

www.alivestudentministry.com	 	 �3

http://www.alivestudentministry.com


Study of the Book of James - Week 3 of 6 – Favoritism  

court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus Christ, whose noble 
name you bear? 

8 Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in the 
Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you favor some 
people over others, you are committing a sin. You are guilty of 
breaking the law.  

Let me get two people up here to demonstrate what James is saying 
here. [Note: select two people to join you on stage.] You’re rich. 
You’re poor. You (rich person) walk into my house and I’m like 
“Hey!!!!!!! Omigosh, it’s so good to see you!!!! You’re looking great!!! 
Let’s do our secret handshake!! [improvise a secret handshake with 
the student] You forgot our secret handshake??? That’s okay! It’s all 
good! Tell me all about yourself.”  

You (poor) walk into my house and I’m like “Oh. Hey. I’ve got some 
stuff I’m doing. Did you want something?” 

Why did James’ audience treat rich people better than poor people? 
Because the poor had nothing to offer them! No status! No money! 
No connections! So, these Christians back in the day, fell into the trap 
of snuggling up to the rich people. And James said, “Hey, don’t do 
that.” 

Now maybe we’re not exactly like that in our city. We live in America. 
We don’t snuggle up to the rich people. We are the rich people. And 
plus, you’re in middle [high] school. So maybe you don’t deal with this 
dynamic as much. For you it’s probably not about rich versus poor. 
So, you might think what James is saying here doesn’t apply to you. 
But you’re wrong. 

You see, James’ focus isn’t really on rich versus poor [point to people 
on stage]. James was trying to get us to see something bigger than 
that. So, let me substitute other types of people for rich and poor. 

[Point to the two students still on stage]. Now, you’re cool and you’re 
weird. Show me the cool. Show me how chill you are. Alright, now 
you, show me how weird you are. You’re the lonely kid. You’re kind of 
quiet and usually by yourself.  
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So, the rest of you: now it’s not about rich and poor. Do you show 
favoritism towards the kids who’re cool, chill, easy to hang out with, 
and ignore the weird kids? Not sure? Here let me ask a few questions 
to help you figure this out: 

If a weird kid starts telling you a story, are you equally likely to pay 
attention as if a cool kid were telling the same story? 

When a weird kid, who is obviously lonely, is sitting by himself or 
herself what’s your response? Is it the same as if a cool kid was 
sitting by himself or herself? 

When you’re hanging out in the youth room before the service starts, 
who is in your group hanging out? Who is off somewhere by 
themselves? Do you see? Do you care? 

Do you show favoritism to the socially rich [point to cool] and ignore 
the socially poor [point to weird]? Maybe James is talking to you after 
all. 

You two [students on stage] can go have a seat. 

Are you starting to see the ugly pimple in the mirror? James is 
starting to show you something about yourself you didn’t even realize. 

Now if you’re thinking critically, then you have some push back here. 
Remember, when we read the Bible it’s okay to push back against 
what you’re reading. And my push back when I’m reading this is: 
“James what’s the big deal? Everyone chooses who they hang out 
with. I’m not trying to be mean. I’m just hanging out with my friends. 
So why are you making such a big deal about this James?” 

And it’s a good question, right?  

Well, we asked. And James answers our question. Check out James 
2:8 

8 Yes indeed, it is good when you obey the royal law as found in the 
Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
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Love your neighbor as yourself means put yourself in their shoes and 
act accordingly. Show of hands: how many of you have ever felt 
awkward and alone somewhere? At school, an event, a party, 
wherever? It’s the worst feeling ever! And in that situation, all you 
want is for just one person to acknowledge that you exist and come 
over and talk to you! All you want is for someone to invite you into 
their group of friends, so you don’t have to feel like such a lonely 
loser! It’s the absolute worst feeling in the world to be alone! And we 
all know what it feels like! 

So, when you see an alone kid by himself or herself and choose to 
ignore them and continue hanging out with your friends, you are 
failing to love your neighbor as yourself! Jesus said there are two 
really important commandments: 1) Love God and 2) Love your 
neighbor as yourself! So, we’re talking top two here! You see, 
ultimately when you see someone off by himself or herself and 
choose to ignore them, you essentially tell that person “You’re not 
worth sacrificing my comfort zone for." 

Do you see the pimple yet? Do you see how gross this attitude is that 
we’ve adopted? Maybe you’ve never even realized this about 
yourself. But when you expose this attitude for what it really is, it’s 
awful. 

Landing 
We can’t continue to have that kind of attitude. Because that weird 
kid… that lonely kid… deep down they’re just like you. They hate 
being alone and feeling awkward just like you do. They wish 
someone would include them. Just. Like. You. 

As we’ve been saying, faith works. Faith leads you to do stuff. And 
here’s the point for this morning: Faith leads you to the you beside 
you. 

So, consider in small groups and as you go throughout your week: 
What are you going to do to include the you beside you? 
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